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both his own foreign minister and his own com-
mander-in-chief was not challenged. The situation,
however, was materially altered by the accession of a
female sovereign. The command of the armies neces-
sarily passed to the one of her subjects who was a soldier
of genius, and while the Queen continued to preside
over the meetings of her councillors held in her cabi-
net, the wife of her commander-in-chief possessed her
private ear and swayed her will so far and for so long
as to justify Pope's gibe that the Queen sometimes
took council and sometimes tea. The subsequent acces-
sion of a sovereign who did not understand England
and could not speak English completed the trans-
fer of authority, whose gradual passage from the
Crown to the party leaders is eminently characteristic
of the English way of doing things.

Authority, which the Crown was no longer in a
condition to exercise, naturally passed to the great
territorial magnates who, in the England of the early
eighteenth century, were the only persons capable of
taking it over. Their positions made them members
of the House of Lords and they were brought into
still more compact relationship with one another in
that they were all members of the same party, the
Whigs, their Tory opponents3 being of doubtful
loyalty to the dynasty. Since the House of Commons
had in Charles IPs reign successfully asserted its ex-
clusive control over supply, it was necessary for the
great Whig Lords to have a manager in the House

* Their leader Bolingbroke almost succeeded in achieving a
restoration of the Stuarts.